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Abstract: Research-oriented art refers to a kind of research-creation that
deploys artistic technics to think of and solve problems. It does not aim at producing
art objects and knowledge; instead, it creates wisdom as the aesthetic spirit of art.
As contemporary art becomes participatory, socially engaged, and/or social practice,
understanding research-oriented art is a necessarily part of the aesthetic work of the
artist. Three major areas express the relationship between art and research: art as a tool
in scientific research; art research on human experiences and their life worlds; and the
postanthropocentric research-oriented art. Focusing on “Prehistory: A Modern Enigma”
(2019), a major exhibition at the Pompidou Center in Paris, the article examines the
category of “prehistory” as an example of research-oriented art. Prehistory is not
merely a concept used in sciences, historiographies and popular cultures since the 19th
century, it is also a metaphor in modern and contemporary art. Prehistory in a research-
oriented artwork breaks down the correlation between the mind and the world, resolves
the epistemological distinction between idealism and realism, and ultimately expresses an
essential value of human intelligence not as what it knows but the active knowing itself.

Keywords: Research-oriented art, art intelligence, wisdom, prehistory, art exhibition,

the Pompidou Center
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