There has long been the debate on whether to study

art as art or as cultural phenomena. On the way of

exploring the profound meaning of artistic works,

some scholars have, consciously or unconsciously,

crossed artistic study and got into the field of

culture and politics. It5 in this way that the study

of art evolved into cultural studies.
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Contemporary Art and the Study of Visual Culture
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Visual Culture, which emerges as a fresh field in
academe, has become a new discipline already in colleges
and universities. The study is closely related with people’s
life in China as well as in the west. It works on the cultural
phenomena connected with visual media, including painting,
sculpture, and photography as the static, and movies, TV
and new media as the dynamic. The study of visual culture
has drawn on the theories of Anthropology, Art History and
Artistic Criticism, with philosophy, literature, sociology and
mass media included.

There has long been the debate on whether to study
art as art or as cultural phenomena. On the way of exploring
the profound meaning of artistic works, some scholars have,
consciously or unconsciously, crossed artistic study and got
into the field of culture and politics. It's in this way that the
study of art evolved into cultural studies.
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