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Mainstream or Underestimated——Reflections on the Teaching of Figurative Sculpture
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Abstract: Today’s study of figurative sculpture in Chinese colleges has been
completely different from the 1990s. When we look again, an obvious phenomenon is
that sculptors have already discovered all kinds of methods of sculpture itself, and also
explored the relationship and path between figurative sculpture and image, figurative
sculpture and new media, figurative sculpture and conceptual art. Thus, it is difficult for
today’s figurative sculptors to conceive their creative works, and they have to seek other
paths and methods. In addition, it is precisely because of the factor mentioned above, when
figurative sculpture seeks to combine with other art categories (such as installation art,
new media art, video art, etc.), the boundary of figurative sculpture itself becomes blurred,
and this phenomenon becomes more and more prominent. After the breakthrough of the
boundary of contemporary figurative sculpture, figurative sculpture has been diversified
and no longer takes the traditional shape, form, structure and material as the sole criterion
for judging. Today’s figurative sculpture appears in a way of combining with new media
and social intervention, showing the characteristics of diversified excellences. At this time,
we cannot help but ask two questions: Firstly, what is the status of figurative sculpture in
the department of sculpture of the college? Secondly, does the department of sculpture of
the college insist on the teaching of figurative sculpture?

Keywords: sculpture teaching, image development, new technology, innovating

while protecting sculpture traditions
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