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The “Spectacular Myth”: On T. J. Clark’s The Painting of Modern Life
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Abstract: In The Painting of Modern Life, T.J. Clark takes the
reformation of Osman Paris and commercial capitalism’s rapid growth as the
background of “spectacle”, depicting the rising of petty bourgeoisie, and their
special pursuit of lifestyle, aesthetic interest, in order to reveal the complexity
and ambiguity of Manet’s painting. From his perspective, Manet and his
followers’ paintings are the reflection and result of the consciousness of the
Society of Spectacle: the parallelism of visual space and the insufficient or
ambiguous representation of social classes. Four pictures of Manet are the
discussing object of The Painting of Modern Life, manifesting the process of
Spectacle’s invasion from public sites to private ones or daily life: city street—
exhibition hall—suburb—café. From Clark’s opinion, the legend of Modernism is the
invasion of spectacle everywhere in the society, or the invasion into the daily life.
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