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The Transmission Path and Popularization of Wool

Carpet in the Tang Dynasty
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Abstract: The Wool Carpet is a type of woolen blanket used
by nomadic tribes in Central Asia and its western regions to
cover the ground. It is woven from sheep wool and adorned
with exquisite patterns. After Zhang Qian's mission to the
Western Regions during the Han Dynasty, China first learned
about the Wool Carpet from the Roman Empire. During
the Wei and Jin Dynasty, the Sogdians presented the Wool
Carpets as precious tribute to China, but its images were not
yet popular. From the Southern and Northern Dynasties to

the Sui Dynasty, Sogdian merchants from Central Asia came
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to China for trade and settled in cities such as Chang'an,
Luoyang, and Yecheng, introducing Wool Carpet as an
important commodity to Chang'an and the Central Plains.
The Wool Carpet images began to appear on the stone burial
objects of Sogdian immigrants and their descendants in
China. During the reign of Emperor Xuanzong in the Tang
Dynasty, The Wool Carpet images became more popular
in the noble tombs' murals in Xi'an region. The reason was
mainly due to Emperor Xuanzong's personal appreciation
for exotic cultures. Simultaneously, through Sogdianization
methods, he sought to win the hearts of people from different
ethnic backgrounds, promoting the prevalence of Huxuan
Dance in the imperial court and incorporating their imagery
into tomb chambers.

Keywords: wool carpet, Emperor Xuanzong, Huxuan
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