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The Movement of Self-consciousness — A Study of Francis Bacon’s Concept of the Body

=S 5kl Tang Yunpeng Zhang Peng
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Abstract: Francis Bacon summed up his pursuit of painting as “clinical”
painting, which he called realism in its fullest sense. Gilles Louis Rene Deleuze
described modernist painting as a “third way” between the abstract and the
figurative. However, both Bacon and Deleuze neglected the re-understanding of
objects other than consciousness, and eventually inevitably fell into the empty
movement back to itself. In fact, Bacon’s image derived from the body, and the
flesh exposed in the picture, as the object of mastery that cannot be experienced,
demands not reality, but the confirmation of self-consciousness. Therefore,
Bacon chose the path of painting, in fact, by canceling the self of things, with

the self as the essence of existence, in the negative relationship of the cycle of

Keywords: Francis Bacon, body, image, flesh and blood, self-awareness
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