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Writing for the Nearby: The Community Nature of Macau Contemporary Art
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Abstract: This paper focuses on the recent exhibition scene in Macau. Macau’s
contemporary art has always been concerned with “The Nearby”, which constitutes
the quality of Macau’s contemporary art that revolves around the community. This
approach and perspective of artistic expression do not present the usual artistic narratives
and discourses, but rather contemplates our “Nearby” and surroundings from a micro
and small narrative. The meaning of life is attributed to thinking about the seemingly
small things. The human touch, humanistic care and story writing constitute the main
characteristics of Macau community art. This focus on the “The Nearby” makes Macau’s
contemporary art more warm and more relevant to the general public. This production,
dissemination and narrative of art in a small way constitutes a unique expression of Macau
community art.
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