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Huaiqing’s master Wu Guanzhong had
taught people not to be afraid of Abstraction,
for abstract beauty is all around us in nature,
and indeed in the world that we have created
for ourselves. Surely it was his influenced that
inspired Wang Huaiqing to take the next step in
his artistic development. Wu Guanzhong had
discovered the beauty of the white-walled and
grey-tiled houses of the Jiangnan region. Wang
Hauiging takes us inside them.

Let us accompany him for a moment on one
of his moments of discovery. The occupants of
the house are out, and have unaccountably left
the gate open. Huaiging evidently knows them,
for we go in together, wander around, through
the courtyard, down dark passages, peering
into empty rooms. The house is quiet and still,
for there is no one about. Through Huaiging’
s eyes we contemplate the plaster walls in
subtle tones of grey and off-white; and we note
how the dark wood of posts and beams forms
a striking contrast with the plain walls, creating
an almost abstract design that is both calm and

monumental.
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